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EMERGENCY SUPPORT FUNCTION 10

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE

HAZARDOUS/RADIOLOGICAL MATERIALS

I.  Lead Agency:

Emergency Management Agency

II. Support Agencies:
Hazardous Materials Team





Fire Departments





Department of Public Works





Law Enforcement Agencies





Emergency Medical Services





Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

III. Introduction
      A.  Purpose


1.  The purpose of this annex is to provide support in dealing with actual or potential 


     releases of hazardous materials (including radiological materials).

      B.  Scope


1.  This annex covers hazmat releases occurring for any reason, including:


     a. As a secondary result of another disaster (i.e., earthquake or flooding),


     b. As a result of a transportation accident,


     c. As a result of a fixed facility release.

IV. Policies
A.  The local industry is the primary repository of documents submitted in compliance with Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA).  

      B.  It is the responsibility of the responsible party to notify the National Response Center


of any releases that fit into one or more of the reportable categories.

V.  Situation and Assumptions
      A.  Situation


1.  The accidental discharge of hazardous materials is a relatively frequent occurrence in 


     the county.  Fortunately, the vast majority of these discharges are relatively 


     insignificant and pose no serious threat to nearby populations.


2.  Large numbers of hazardous materials are transported via highway, air freight, rail, 


     and pipeline across the county daily.  A minute number of these are involved in


     accidents in any given week.


3.  Several major industrial concerns and numerous lesser organizations manufacture,


     process, store, or utilize hazardous materials on a daily basis.

      B.  Planning Assumptions


1.  Accidental hazmat releases will continue to occur on a periodic basis.


2.  Any hazmat incident may progress to a point where it becomes a serious threat


     to the surrounding community(ies).


3.  Several hazmat incidents may occur simultaneously following a major disaster


     such as an earthquake.


4.  Exceptions to current disposal practices may be necessary during major 


     emergencies.

VI. Concept of Operations
      A.  General


1.  In most cases, the response to hazardous materials incidents is handled by the


     facility emergency response manager (for fixed facilities), or the local fire department


     (for transportation accidents).  Occasionally, an event will necessitate a response by


     a more specialized hazardous materials team.


2.  If necessary, the state (i.e., TEMA) can call out certain state environmental personnel


     (e.g., the Department of Environment and Conservation's Water Pollution Control


     Division) to assist local agencies in dealing with the consequences of releases.


3.  Disposal of hazardous waste is invariably handled by a private clean-up company,


     with the shipper or originating facility being responsible for the costs of the response 


     and remediation of affected areas.


4.  The county has a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) as required by 


     SARA, with representation from all segments of the public and private sector.  The 


     LEPC is the repository of all records and data generated as a result of the 


     requirements of Title III and other components of the SARA act in the county.

      B.  Organization and Responsibilities

       
1.  Emergency Management Agency

     a. Provide coordination for the response to hazardous materials releases in the


          county.


     b. Maintain hazardous materials response capabilities within the county.


     c. Provide conduit through which local officials can request assistance from other


          local and state agencies concerning hazardous materials.

2.  Hazardous Materials Team

     a. Maintain capabilities to respond to hazardous materials incidents within the


          county.


     b. Provide an individual to act as the Emergency Services Coordinator (ESC), as


          well as an alternate to insure 24-hour availability.


3.  Department of Public Works

     a. Provide personnel and equipment to assist with diking operations and other


          control measures during hazmat incidents.


4.  Fire Departments

     a. Provide personnel and equipment to support hazmat incident operations (within 


          capabilities).


5.  Law Enforcement Agencies


     a. Provide personnel to support safety requirements during hazmat operations.


6.  Emergency Medical Services

     a. Provide personnel to support medical requirements during hazmat operations.


7.  Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

     a. Serve as point of contact for Title III documents in the county.


     b. Serve as focal point for addressing hazardous materials issues that affect


          the county.

VII. Mitigation and Preparedness Activities
      A.  All Tasked Agencies


1.  Maintain procedures and policies concerning self-protection measures to be taken 


     during hazmat operations (commensurate with level of response offered), including:


     a. The use of self-contained breathing apparatus,


     b. The use of appropriate levels of protective clothing,


     c. The use of an incident command structure,


     d. The recognition and identification of hazardous materials and their dangers, and


     e. The application of other appropriate protective actions on a case-by-case basis. 

      B.  Emergency Management Agency


1.  Maintain records associated with Title III of SARA and HMTUSA (for the LEPC).


2.  Provide training to hazmat response personnel.


3.  Secure training and planning grants associated with SARA and HMTUSA.


4.  Assist local response organizations with identifying hazmat users and Maintaining


     plans for response to incidents at those sites.


5.  Maintain a local hazmat response plan or SOP.


6.  Maintain hazmat response capabilities.


7.  Maintain database of hazardous waste clean-up companies.


8.  Designate appropriate EMA staff to coordinate hazmat response activities with


     other emergency response agencies during major emergencies.


9.  Distribute federal DOT Emergency Response Guidebook to local emergency 


     response agencies and personnel.

      C.  Hazardous Materials Team


1.  Maintain capabilities to respond to hazardous materials incidents within the county,


     including the training of personnel, the acquisition of equipment, the Maintenance of


     SOPs, etc.


2.  Conduct training with local hazardous materials facilities and transporters.


3.  Conduct training with local fire, law enforcement, EMS and public works officials to


     Maintain interservice operations policies concerning responses to hazmat incidents.

      D.  Department of Public Works


1.  Maintain procedures and guidelines for deploying personnel and equipment to assist


     local response personnel during major hazmat incidents.

            2.  Maintain policies concerning Department use of hazmats (i.e., fuels, oils, asphalt, etc.)


     that insure minimization of chances for department-caused hazmat incidents.

      E.  Fire Departments


1.  Provide training for fire personnel with respect to hazardous materials operations.


2.  Maintain procedures for deploying personnel to assist local response groups with 


     hazmat containment operations.

      F.  Law Enforcement Agencies


1.  Maintain procedures for deploying personnel to assist with scene security, traffic


     control, and other activities at hazmat incident sites.

      G.  Emergency Medical Services


1.  Provide training for EMS personnel with respect to hazardous materials operations.


2.  Maintain procedures for deploying personnel to assist local response groups with 


     medical aspects of hazmat containment operations.

        H.  Local Emergency Response Committee (LEPC)


1.  Maintain database of Tier II and Form R reports generated as a result of SARA.


2.  Maintain sources of funding for the acquisition of needed hazmat response equipment


     and supplies.


3.  Report organizations that fail to comply with SARA Title III provisions to appropriate


     authorities.

VIII. Response and Recovery Actions
      A.  All Tasked Agencies


1.  Send ESCs to EOC as requested by EMA.


2.  Attend briefings, coordinate activities with other participant organizations.


3.  Set up work area(s), report needs to EOC Readiness Officer, and initiate


     response/recovery activities as dictated by situation.


4.  Maintain logs of activities, messages, etc.


5.  Initiate internal notification/recall actions.


6.  Notify field personnel of appropriate protective actions, given an identified threat.


7.  Maintain records of individuals exposed to chemicals at incident sites and provide


     for follow-up monitoring and/or treatment if required.

      B.  Emergency Management Agency


1.  Notify and dispatch appropriate local and state personnel to assist with hazmat 


     operations.


2.  Maintain logs and records concerning the incident and its effects.


3.  Notify the National Response Center.


4.  Contact the Chemical Emergency Transportation Center (CHEMTREC) if requested


     by local or state response personnel.


5.  Notify appropriate local ESCs or other contact personnel.


6.  Coordinate response activities of mutual aid personnel/agencies, including fire


     and EMS agencies.


7.  Provide information to ESF 5 concerning extent and nature of problem(s).


8.  Contact clean-up companies, shippers, and others with an interest in the incident, as


     requested by on-scene personnel.


9.  Initiate state involvement (through TEMA) if warranted.


10. Task other agencies and ESFs as necessary to carry out missions.


11. Maintain priorities for response when multiple incidents are involved.

      C.  Hazardous Materials Team


1.  Respond to and attempt to contain hazardous materials incidents in the county.


2.  Maintain records of agency activities (especially with respect to personnel


     exposure to hazardous materials).


3.  Request assistance from other ESFs and participant organizations as required to


     perform assigned missions.

      D.  Department of Public Works


1.  Deploy personnel and equipment to support hazmat incident operations as requested


     by EMA.

      E.  Law Enforcement Agencies


1.  Deploy personnel to secure areas around established perimeters of hazardous 


     material accident scenes, assist with traffic control activities, and assist with 


     evacuation/movement activities (all through ESF 13).

      F.   Fire Departments


1.  Deploy personnel and/or equipment to assist with hazmat containment activities.

      G.  Emergency Medical Services


1.  Deploy personnel to assist with the medical monitoring and treatment of persons


     exposed to hazardous materials.

      H.  Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

1.  Maintain documentation of releases as notified by local hazmat users.


2.  Provide public forum for the critique of the response to major hazmat incidents


     that occur within the county.

IX. Training
      A.  TEMA provides several different courses related to hazardous materials.  These include:


1.  The Incident Command System,


2.  Initial Response to Hazardous Materials Incidents (IRHMI),


3.  Chemistry of Hazardous Materials,


4.  Hazardous Materials Team Operations I & II, and


5.  Many other field delivered courses concerning hazardous materials.

      B.  The National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland, offers several resident and field


delivered courses in hazardous materials response and remediation activities.
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